COUNTY oF LANCASTER, 
= en 
i - SCARCITY. - 
„ 3 
FRANCIS CHALMER, 
„„ 1.1VERPOO — 
CORN MERCHANT & MILLER, =» 


Wu was 


DEPUTED TO REPRESENT THE SUFFERERS BY IMPORTATION 
OF FOREIGN CORN IN 1796 IN LIVERPOOL AND THE | 
OUTPORTS OF ENGLAND AND 9COTLAND. 


REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER, 


— 


3 
N wy 
1 


PRINTED IN 1800. | 


4. 


N | EE 
= . * 5 7 — 4 - * 1 


: A * 2 1 EY , N 5 4 ” : 


\ 


rr  _— 
& 


2 : J 
[ © 1 
| 

' L 

: 4 

: 

6 


* 


10 
COLONEL STANLEY, M. P. 


KNOW no Perſon to whom 1 can dedi- 
cate this Appeal to the Public with ſuch 
TIOynty, as to Yourſelt ; 


To Yau. as e of the County 
of Lancaſter, a County the moſt unproductive 


of Bread Corn in England, in proportion to 


its Population; ; 


To You, = the ſteady ſolid Friend to the 
Intereſts of your Country in general, and of 


- Your native County 1 in particular; ; 


To You, as a ; Senator, whoſe Attention to 
every Claim or Wiſh which intereſts the Proſ- 
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perity of Your Country or the Feelings of In- 
dividuals exceeds mercantile PunQtuality ; 


To You, who have taken unwearied and 
unremitting Pains, altho' in vain, to have the 
Corn 'Trade put upon ſuch a permanent Foot- 
ing as that ſuch horrid Scenes as the whole 
Kingdom witneſſed in the Years 1794, 1795 
and 1796, ſhould never again recur, if it were 
in the Power of human Foreſight, Prudence 
and Wiſdom to prevent a Repetition of 
them; f 


To You, who have dons: every Thing in 
vou Power, although as yet in vain, to ſe- 
cond the kind paternal Wiſhes of his Majeſty, : 

expreſſed in his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 
on the 29th of October, 1795, wherein his 
Majeſty wiſely and earneſtly recommends to 
Parliament to apply themſelves with the 

* utmoſt Diligence to the Conſideration of 
* ſuch Meaſures as may tend to alleviate the 
preſent Diſtreſs, and to prevent as far as 
« poſlible, the Renewal of ſimilar Embar- 
6 raſſments in future ;”* and in which His 


Majeſty 
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Majeſty expreſsly ſays, * Lou may be aſlur- 
ed of My hearty Concurrence in Whatever 
Regulations the Wiſdom of Parliament 
% may adopt, on a Subject ſo peculiarly in- 


« tereſting to My People, whoſe Welfare 


vill ever be the Object neareſt My Heart ;* 


To You, in whom his Majeſty repoſes 


| ſuch Confidence, that in the Hour of dreaded 
Tumult from the high Price of Bread, His 


Majeſty of You has faid, © I can truſt my 


+ Life with Colonel ley of I ancaſhire, 
and the Men of Lancaſhire ;” 


"T's You, who know that for many Weeks, : 


when it was ſo much expected, that the 
| Populace, indignant at the enormous Price 
of Bread, would again riſe in Inſurrect ion; 


that the Metropolis was ſurrounded with 
Troops, ready and obliged from Motives of 


Neceſſity and Duty, to facrifice the unhappy _ 
Wretches, whole Calamity | was deemed ſuf- 
5 ficient, by Adminiſtration, to goad them to 


6 
a mad Thirſt of Vengeance, and a careleſs 
Diſregard of Life; 


To You, whoſe Heart when relieved from 
an Uneafineſs greater than was commonly ex- 
perienced by others, after the Importations 
of the Corn Merchants had removed ſuch ; 
unhappy Apprehenſions, underſtood and felt 
and acknowledged che Value of their Exer- 
tions, to the Crown, the Government, and 
the People K large; 


To You, who firove unremittingly and 
inceſſantly during two ſucceeding Seſſions of 
Parliament, to obtain for the Corn Merchants 
ſome Relief or Mitigation for the ſevere and 

ruinous Loſſes they had ſuſtained by their 

timely and happy Supply of the Kingdom 
with Bread Corn in the Hour of Calamity 

and Diſtreſs; and who ſhewed as great an 
Anxiety to procure for them a Compenſation 
for thoſe Loſſes, as You had before done to 
A for the Kingdom a Supply s ; 


FO 


4 


( vi ) 
To You, who publickly in the Houſe of 
Commons, on the 1oth of May, 1798, ac- 
cuſed the Adminiſtration, in plain, open, de- 


eided and unqualified Terms, of having 
broken through their Agreements with he 


Corn Merchants ; ; and in Language which 
yet tingles in their Ears, aſſerted their Right 
to Compenſation in the iglowing: emphatic 


i 


oh will only trouble the Houſe with two 


„ chants for their Loſſes: 15 will begin by 


premiſing that the County of Lancaſter 


2 


Wk does not grow more in one Year, than 
| 6 One:tenth Part of the Bread Corn neceſſary 
for its Conſumption ; that in the Year 


£6 


«6 


1795 there was a great Scarcity, and great 


Apprehenſions were entertained in Conſe- 


** quence of that Scarcity, in Lancaſhire ; 


particularly as the Iriſh Ports were declare: 
„ {ſhut for twelve Months by an Act of the 


* > 


Iriſh Legiſlature ; that many Merchants 


14 


employed 


Obſervations, which are applicable, as to 
* the Juſtice and Policy of the Meaſure of 
granting Indemnification to the Corn Mer- 
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ney juſtly deſerye.” 5 


( Vu } 
employed their Capitals in the Corn Trade 
under a Promiſe that Government would 
not interfere in it, and rendered eſſential 


Service to the Community, by importing 


conſiderable Quantities of Grain, by which 


they have been Loſers to a conſiderable 


46 


Amount, through Government's interfer- 


ing in the Trade, and breaking through 
their Agreements; Juſtice therefore de- 


8 


mands that the Merchants ſhould be in- 


demnified; and as to the Policy of the 


Meaſure, if ſuch a Scarcity ſhould ever 
unfortunately happen again, what Encou- 
ragement can the Merchants have to enter 


into the Trade upon ſuch an Emergency, 
644 


and exert themſelves again for the Supply, 


EE they ſhall recollect the enormous 


Loſſes of thoſe who now come before this 


* Houſe for Redreſs ; Policy therefore re- 
quires, as well as Juſtice demands, that 
they be relieved. —I hope the Houſe will 


08 take their Caſe into ſerious Conſideration, - 


and grant them that Indemnification which 


To. 
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To You, who have expreſsly ſaid, that 
with States as with Individuals, Honeſty is 
the beſt aud wiſeſt Policy, and that a Breach 


of Faith by Government, is equally and pro- 


7 portionably a Prelude to Miſchief and Miſ- 


fortune, as a Breach of Faith by Indivi- 
duals ; ; 


To You, who actually and publickly fore- 
told with prophetic Spirit the Situation into 


which this Country would be reduced, if a 
| Compenſation were not granted to the Im- 
porters of foreign Com in 1796, and who 
live to ſee the Prophecy direly fulfilled ; 


To You, who have witneſſed the ready, 
reſpectful and unceremonious Attention ſhewn 


# by the Prime Miniſter, in the Hour of Dan- 
ger and Diſtreſs, to every Individual of the 
Corn Merchants, when their Knowledge, 5 
Capitals and Exertions were wanted to avert 
the Danger brought on by Improvidence and 
Ignorance; and who have witneſſed the con- 
traſted Conduct of the ſame Miniſter, to 
5 thoſe voy Men, after their Activity and 


1 Energy 


TE) 


Energy had. more than fulfilled bis Wiſhes, 
removed the public en and wholly dif- 
pelled his Fears ; 


To You, who have ſeen the Corn Mer- 
_ chants attending during two ſucceſſive Seſ- 
ſions of Parliament, at a great Expence and 
| Loſs of Time, ſoliciting ſome Compenſation 
for thoſe Loſſes, which + aroſe from a direct 
Breach of the Engagements of. Adminiſtra- 
tion; who have ſeen thoſe Men whoſe Im- 
portations had ſwelled the Loaf on every Ta- 
ble but their own, lured by deceitful Promiſes 
of the Miniſter, to pernicious Hopes; and at 
laſt heard them publickly in the Houſe of 
Commons, inſulted, vilified, abuſed and be- 
lied; who have ſeen the Diſcouragement of 
the private Importers of foreign Corn com- 
pleted in a Manner worthy of its Com- | 
mencement; and the Supply of the Kingdom F 
in the Hour of Want thus rendered uncertain; | 


- 'To You, as a Friend to the King, to the; 5 
Conſtitution. to the d and the Proſ- 


perity 


1 
Sevity of Yolir- Country in general, and of 


dur Nau „ in eg, h 3 * 


10 You, EY known Tideperdence is 
ſuch, that no Te emptation can be found, 


which can induce You to ſwerve from what 


+ You deem juſt and right arid honourable ; and 


whoſe wiſe and honourable Councils wout®) 


i they had been followed, have prevented in 
a great Degree the Scene of Diſtreſs Which 
Voour native County eſpecially now experi- 
ences, from a Want of a Sufficiency of Bread 


Corn; and which from the Proceedings of 


9 * 
OR. 
0 . 
. 
N A . 
3 
n 0 
e 5 
AF. 
, * 
18 
« 
5 
4 


by b eee ſeem likely" t to be wa more 
a 1 


To You, whoſe Pour Aby on Ac- 
count of the aſſured Subſiſtence of your 
native County has exceeded every Idea 1 
could have formed, and whoſe Exertions for 2 
that End, have been ee to * 
; 3 


2 8 


To Vou, "hb have always anticipated 


| - every Wiſh of the Corn Merchants ; 3 who 


ba 5 have 
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have never failed to anſwer by Return of Poſt 
to every Letter written on this Subject; nor 
ever ſpared any Pains, Labour or Trouble, 


on this important Buſineſs, I moſt Reſpect- 
fully beg leave to dedicate this Appeal to our 


native County, on the preſent Scarcity ; and 
I think there is a peculiar Propriety in ad- 
dreſſing this Appeal to Yourſelf, becauſe, as 


no Man can have taken more Pains than You 
have done, in Compliance with the Recom- 


mendation of his Majeſty, the Wiſhes of the 
Corn Merchants, and the Intereſts of Your 


native County, to get the Corn Trade put 
upon a permanent Footing, in order that Cers 

tainty might induce the private Importers to 
reſume their active Exertions, for the full 
Supply of our Wants, as formerly; ſo no 
Man is a better Judge of the Truth of the 
Aſſertions I may make, or of the Certainty of 


the Fackk I lay Velber the dene 


With ne Emile 45 he 8 | 


aa Kindneſs You have ever perſonally ſhewn 
Me, eſpecially during my long Miffions, on 


, : * 
' "EFT: '& ful * 
1 , D * . 7 * 
N 
. » * * 


xiii) 


he Corn Buſineſs ;—With the greateſt Ad- 
| miration and Eſteem, inſpired by the unwea- 


"Tied Attention you have ever ſhewn to every 


public Buſineſs which I have had any Know= _ 
ledge of ;—and with the higheſt Reſpect for 


the entire Independence of Conduct / which 1 


have on Your Part often witneſſed, 1 beg 


— to ſubſcribe rn, 


ven Reſpectfully, Sir, 
: Yout moſt Obliged and 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Francis Halme. 


Liverpool, 1} February, 1800. 
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© STATEMENT, of the ImporTATIONs, of 
Corn during the Time in which Govyern- 
ment had aſſumed the foreign Corn Trade, 


and alone had the Importation of foreign 


4 Corn: compared with the Quantity of fo- 


reign Corn imported by private Adven- 
turers, after Government had promiſed to 
deſiſt from all further Interference in the 
Corn Trade, and that they would give up 
the Trade in Corn, and abandon it for ever; 
on Account of the Miſeries brought upen the 


People, and the Danger brought upon his 
VMuajeſty, by their driving the Corn Mer- 


chants from their uſual plentiful and cheap 
Importations, and then not being able to 
provide a Supply.— With an Account of 
Mr. Pitt's Conduct reſpecting the Importers. 


EF ORE the . of the War 
with France, the Quartern Loaf. was at 
"the Price of Sixpence i in London, and Wheat 
was at 82. to 408. per London Quarter.— 
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The Granaries of the Merchants of England 


were then full, and they had imported ſuch 


Quantities of foreign Corn, that after the 
proper Granaries were filled, they were ob- 


liged to depoſit conſiderable Quantities in dry 


_ Cellars, that the Ships might be diſcharged ; 
there was then no Quarrel on the Part of Go- 
vernment, either with the Bakers; the Millers, 


or the Mealmen ;—every 'thing was going 


forwards in its natural Courſe ; the Public 
were well, cheaply, conſtantly and plentifully 


ſupplied with Bread; the Word Subftirute 


was known then in England only as relative 
to the Militia ; and the Man who ſhould have 
mentioned a Subſtitute for a good Wheaten 
Loaf, would have been expected to produce 


at leaſt a good Plumb Cake.—Such was the 


plentiful and happy State of England as to 
Bread, before the Interference of Government 


in the foreign Corn Trade. - 
- 


After the War with Pander broke out, the 
Engliſh Government publickly took into their 
own Hands the foreign Corn Trade, with the 


avowed Deſign, publickly declared in the 
| H ouſe 
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— 
Houſe of Commons, of ſtarving the French 
Nation. But that Deſign did not ſucceed, 
for many of the French are yet alive, and 


Bread is in France at one-third the Price at 


which it is in England, and Corn 1s in . 
Plenty in ſome Parts of France, that they 


could afford England a Supply, if we could 


: agree about it. 


After the Deſign of ſtarving France had 
failed, Adminiſtration ſtill kept the Corn 
'Trade in their Hands, and the Corn Mer- 
chants who had brought ſuch Plenty for many 


Years before into England, that the Quartern 
Loaf was ſeldom ſo high as 72d. in London, 
and Wheat ſeldom ſo high as 488. per. Quar- 


ter, did, through Dread of the Interfer- 


ence of Government, abandon the Trade in 


: foreign Corn. 


In the Year 1795, the Quartern Loaf ad- 


vanced to 1 5d. in London, and Adminiſtra- 


tion fold the Wheat they had on Hand from 
1008. to 1608. per Quarter; of this Wheat 
they had bought a conſiderable Quantity from 


A the 


(186) 
the Merchants, ſome of which had not coſt 
them half the Price, and ſome of it not one- 
third of the Price they ſold it for. 


The Importation of h Con, Flour 
and Meal in 1795, when the Merchants durſt 


not import for Fear of the Competition of 


Government, including the Grain captured in 


neutral Ships, Was only as follows: 


4 | 
Wheat. 287 893 Quarters at 3 * per Ton, making. - 3 
Rye... 11,471 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton 25294 
Oats ., 440,245 Quarters at 7 Quarters per Ton 4 6 62,892 

Barley. 17,952 Quarters at 6 Quarters ( 2,992 
Flour. . $1,684 Barrels of 196 Pounds each, make. . Sox C209 


| Wake | 2443 50 Bolls of 140 Pounds each, are 3 


f The total Quantity of Corn, Flour, and Meal imported NED 
$i 2319579 


in 1795 was only 
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ack would load only 6 58 Ships of 200 
Tons each,—Such was the Importation in 
179 5. when Government had the Corn Trade, 
which was at leaſt half a Million or 500, oo 


Quarters leſs than it ſhould have been to at- 


ford to the Public a plentiful Supply, and 
keep the Prices at reaſonable Rates. 


* 
* 


This | 


Trade. 


( 19 F 


This ſhort Importation cauſed a Scarcity, 
raiſed the Price of Corn ſo high, that the Poor 
were ohliged in 1795 to ſubſiſt almoſt wholly 
in many Caſes on the Charity of the Af- 
fluent; and the Rich in Addition to the high 
Prices they themſelves paid for Bread, were 


at a great Expence to Keep the Poor from 


| ing. 


The People became at laſt ſo diſcontented, 
that in October 1795 they attacked his Ma- 


jeſty's Perſon and he had nearly loſt his Life; 
a Circumſtance which made a deep Impreſ- 
ſion on all his faithful Subjects. Government 
then alarmed and terrified, ſent for the Corn 


Merchants and requeſted them to reſume their 
Importations of foreign Corn, which they ac- 
ceded to, upon Conditions of an Agreement 
made with Government, conſiſting of four 


_ diſtinct Parts, expreſsly and publickly men- 
tioned and recorded as follows : ; 


1ſt, That Government mould not interfere 
any longer thr i in any Manner i in the Grain | 


C 


(20% 
2dly. That Government ſhould declare the 


Stock they had then on * or coming to 
Great Britain. 


2dly. That Government »ſhould ſell that 


Stock in EE — 


Athly. That Gore wenen ſhould ſel that 


Stock at the Market Price. 


The Diſtilleries and the Manufactories of 
Starch and Hair Powder were ſtopped ; and 
the Ports of Ireland declared by the Iriſh Le- 
giſlature ſhut for 12 Months—Government 


alſo offered a Bounty on Importation for ſo 


large a Quantity as 2,000,000 Quarters of 
forcign Corn. 


F. 


Ny The Merchants of Great Britain were 
very glad to find themſelves free to import 
foreign Corn as before, hoping to get by the 


uſual Employment of their Capitals and Ship- 


ping built for that ſpecial Purpoſe, fair Pro- 
fits for the Maintenance of their Families ; as 
well as to be of Service to the Country, Mr. 
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Pitt, the Chancellor of his Majeſty” s Exche- 
quer, and all thoſe who had been before con- 
cerned with, under, or for Government in 
the Impartation of foreign Corn, publickly 
declared in November 1795, that the World 
was ſo bare of Corn, that in the whole Uni- 
verſe it would not be poſſible to procure. 


more than 300,000 Quarters c of foreign Wheat; 


and alſo that the Difficulty of procuring the 


Supply would be proportionably greater than 
in the Vear before, and great Apprehenſions 


were entertained of an actual Scarcity of Bread 
Corn taking Place in Great Britain. Mr. Pitt 
alſo in the Corn Committee in 1795, pub- 
 lickly and ſolemnly ſaid, © I exhort, I adviſe 
the Merchants to import Corn ; there can- 


not be any Loſs, there muſt be a handſome 
Profit; all the Corn they can get in the 
Univerſe will not be ſufficient for our 


„Wants without great CEconomy beſides ; 


"80; 


the Merchants may depend that there ſhall 
be no Interference of Government prejudi- 
clal to their Adventures ; We have generally 
and ſolemnly agreed to abridge in our Fa- 


«cc 


00 milies the Uſe of Flour and Paſtry ; 3 


285 Majeſty 


1 


1 
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1 Majeſty and the Royal Family have alſo 


C 


very graciouſly aſſented to abridge themſelves 
in the like Manner ; I hope the Merchants 
will exert themſelves to procure the Supply ; 
they ſhall have every Encouragement from 
Government ; and no Man more heartily 


C 


ay 


* 
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* wiſhes them Succeſs than Myſelf.” —— 


The Merchants then, without aſking any fur 


ther Queſtions, ſet to work as Engliſh Mer- 


chants ufually on with Rue and Energy. 


The Quantity of Corn imported by private 


Adventurers in 1796, when Government had 
ſolemnly promiſed to abandon all Interference 


in the Corn = Trade, was as follows: : 


| Tons. 
Wheat. 2 $13 3 3 at 5 W per + Ton make 163,763 
Rye ys - - 160,485 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton...... 32,097 
Barley... 39,963 Quarters at 6 Quarters per Ton... | 6,660 


Oats .... 740, 348 Quarters at 7 Querters per Ton 105,64 


Indian Corn 21,281 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton.. 44256 


—— vl— 4 


'T otal 1,780,892 Quarters of Corn. 


: Flour ET APY 116, 300 Barrels of 196 Pounds, or 12 — . 
| | | 9.733 


per Tn „ „„ 


: Oatmeal ve Bolls of 140 Ponds: or 16 Bolls way 4 794 —_ 
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which would load 1635 Sail of Ships of 200 
Tons each. Such was the Fruit of the Exer- 


tions of Individuals in the Hour of Diſtreſs. 


of Government. 


in their Hands, with the Navy of England at ; 


tured in neutral Ships. 
had promiſed to abandon the Trade, and no 


Such were the Importations of the private Corn 
Merchants in the Year 1796, when the Corn 


Trade was declared free from the Interference 


With the Purſe of England 


their Command, with 2500 Sail of Tranſport 


Ships then in their Employ, the Government 
in the Year 1795 brought in a Quantity of 
Corn amounting only to 131,579 Tons, in 


which is included the Quantity of Corn cap- 
When Government 


more to interfere with private Importers, the 
Exertions of Individuals cauſed an Importa- 


tion of 327,067 Tons in the Year 1796, there- 


fore the Balance in Favor of private” Exertion 


was no leſs on a ( ompariſon of one Lear than 
195,488 Tons, or 1, 023, 331 Quarters. of 
Corn, 65, 116 Barrels of Flour, 52, 467 Bolls 


of Oatmeal, which would load 977 Sail of 
Sbips of 200 Tons each; and that it may ap- 
| pear more clear to thoſe who are unacquainted 


| Wit h 
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wich this kind of Calculation, the following 


is the exact Quantity of Corn imported by In- 
dividuals in 1796 more than by Government 


in 1795: 

| | Tons. 

| Wheat 33 539,971 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton, making 106,184 
3 149,05 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton ... 29, 803 

| Barley NP 22,011 Quarters at 6 Quarters per Ton .... 43,668 
A 300, 103 Quarters at 7 Quarters per „ 3,” EE DIDE 42,872 

Indian Corn 21,281 Quarters at 5 Quarters per Ton — 2 4:2 56 
Flour .....-. 65,116 Barrels of Flour at 12 Barrels per Ton 54,426 


Oatmeal ...... 52,467 Bolls of Oatmeal at 16 Bolls per Ton, 3, 


Quantity brought i in by Indi duals mere than by Govern- 7 
ment in one Year <del, 0 7 } 79 53434 


Theſe Importations 3 down the —— 
tern Loaf from 1 5d. to 7:d. 


Such was the Conſequence of Govern- 
ment's abandoning a Trade with which 
they ought: never to have meddled. Such 
was the Effect of Government's reſtor 


ing the Corn Trade into private Hands, its 


true, its natural Channel, and where it ought 
ever and for ever to reſt. The ſolemn Pro- 


miſes of Government, and the expreſs Agreer 


ment with the Corn Merchants, which in- 


duced ſuch vigorous and ſeaſonable Exer tions 
are 


. 3 1 f 5 ny og : 
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are on Record in the Tranſactions in Parlia- 


ment on the 13th and 16th November; and 
5 in the Firſt Report of the Select Committee of 


the Houſe of Commons dated 16th Novem- 


Her; and in the Second and Third Reports of 


that Committee in December 1795; and In 


the ſolemn A greements ſigned by the Lords of 
his Majeſty? s$ Privy Council, by the Members 


of the Houſe of Lords, and the Members Re- 
preſentatives of the People in the Houſe of 


Commons dated 11th December I795; in 


which they expreſsly ſtate their Reſolution, 


; = «6 That until it ſhould pleaſe Divine Provi- 


« dence to reſtore the Bleſlings of general 
5 * Plenty” they would diminiſh the Uſe of 
Wheaten Flour in their Families and alſo of 


* 0 Paſtry. This ſolemn Method of proceeding 
Added to the Danger his Majeſty. had encoun- 
tered, made a deep Impreſſion on the public 


Mind ; the Merchants thence concluded that 


3 a foreign Supply, procured at any Rate, was 
* alone the Object, not the Price, and adventu- 


red accordingly, as the Event has proyed ; 
preſuming from ſuch Authority that all the 
Grain they might procure in the World muſt ; 
© all 
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fall mort of the Supply for their native Coun- 


try; and having left the Trade of Importation 
for a length of time, they relied on the State- 
ment of the Select Committee in 1795, which 
had the Sanction of the Privy Council, as au- 


| thoritative and accurate. For the further Sa- 
tis faction of the Merchants on the 21ſt No- 
vember 1795 the Lords of the Privy Council 
ſent a Letter to Mr. Claude Scott, the Govern- 


ment Agent for foreign Purchaſes and Home 


Sales, ordering Him * to defiſt from pur- 


« chafing in foreign Markets, and to with- 
a draw all Orders on Government Account ; 


W informing Him that no further Purchaſes of A 
C Corn or Flour ſhould be made Abroad for 
" Government, and deſizing Him to make the 
** fame public, which was done; and the 


Merchants did not entertain a Doubt that Co- 


vernment WOULD BE TRUE TO1TS ENGAGE- 


MENTS WITH THEM IN AN AFFAIR SO IM. 


ronraur 0 TRE GENERAL. WELPARE, 


— 7 


But i it ſaited the Views of Adininifieecion from 
| Neceſſity or Moti es of Policy to depart from 
and break through the Agreements made with 


the N erchants to induce Them to reſume the 
Im- 
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Importation. of Corn for the Supply. of the 
Ringdom v which they had abandoned. 


And i. By . of the Privy 
Council the Victualling Board, a Department 


of Government, which had never before pur- 
© chaſed Wheat but in the Home Market, did 
on the 6th January 1796, contrary to the plain 


and clear Meaning of the Promiſe and En- 
gagements and with the expreſs Sanction of 
Government, ſecretly contract with Mr. 


5 Claude Scott to import and deliver to that 


Board 50,000 Quarters of Poliſh Wheat 
which Contract was unknown to the Corn 
Merchants till by Advices from their Corre- 
ſpondents in Elbing and Dantzig, dated 1 5th 


March and received in England on the 3d 


April, they received Inforttion that ſo large 
a Quantity of foreign Corn had been purchaſed 
by the fame Merchants abroad who had be- 


fore purchaſed on Account of Government, 


and the Corn Merchants reaſonably concluded 


that the ſaid Quantity was intended for pub- 
lic Sale when it arrived in England. This 
Centra the Merchants deemed an Interfe- 


B 2 rence 
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rence of Government, contfary to their volun- 
tary Offers and expreſs Conditions, becauſe it 
was not advertiſed for Competition between 
Merchants, as Government Contracts gene- 
rally are, nor made public, but made 1 in a ſe. 
cret Manner. 


⁊dly. Government did never publicly de- 
clare the Quantity of Grain they had on Hand, 
as they had agreed with the Merchants and 
: promiſed to do, and of Courſe the Merchants 
laboured under great Uncertainty as to that 
Point ; and that Stock was afterwards prov ed 
to be of Wheat and Meal and Flour 1 50, 000 


1 Quarters. 


3dly. Government inſtead of - ſelling the 
Stock they had on Hand in limited Quantities 
according to Agreement, which if they had 
done as being the ſole Holders of foreign Corn 
would have had the Effect to keep the Mar- 
kets on a Level, did not ſend any of their 
Corn to Market between the Beginning of 
December 1795 and March 1796; nor did 
they ſupply the Vietualling Board at that 


Time 


he' 


„ 
; Time of Scarcity from the Government Stores, 
T -ichough the Prices advanced regularly and 


4 9 rapidly: but the Victualling Board purchaſed 


for their Wants largely in Proportion from 
de ſcanty Supplies brought forwards in the 
yg lome Markets, and thus contributed to ren- 
der Corn more and more dear, and to generate 
and encourage an Idea that the Stock of Go- 
vernment was very ſmall, and on theſe Ac 
counts the Merchants extended their Orders 
for foreign | Corn boch as to — and 


Price. 


i ly. The Merchants knowing that Go- 

| vernment had a Stock on Hand, and know- 
Ning that if Government choſe to ſell that Stock 
at reduced Prices that ſuch a Proceeding would 
bring a certain Loſs upon any Adventures they 
might engage in, had infiſted before they 


4 F would venture to reſume their Importations, 


* 


EF 


Ty 


5 © peculiar Anxiety, that Government ſhould ſell 


I their Corn not only in limited Quantities; but 


4 impelled by all the Circumſtances before re- 


; 2 5 1 . ö 


at a Market Price. But when induced and 


with particular Earneſtneſs, and ſtipulated with _ 


63 


lated, the Corn Merchants had given large 


Orders at enormous Prices for foreign Corn, 
which were irrevocable ; and when a Portion 
of their Adventures had arrived, and gave for 


| the Public a happy Prognoſtic of a more abun. 


dant Supply; Government hen ſent their 


Wheat and Flour and Meal to Market, with 


an avowed Deſign of dropping the Prices; the 
Victualling Board, which before any foreign 


Supply had arrived had regularly purchaſed in 
the Home Markets, and thus contributed to 


make it believed that Government had little or 
no Stock, and alſo to enhance the Price of 
Grain, ther ceaſed to purchaſe in the Home 


Market; and then when the Markets were 
better ſupplied, that Board, to uſe the Ex- 


preſſion of their Agent, borrowed from the 


Stock of Government for the Supply of their 
Wants ; a rapid and unprecedented Decline 


then took Place in the Prices of Grain, and 
Wheat ben fell 54s. per Quarter in one 


Month, as appears by the Prices in Mark- 9 


Lane on the eng Days, viz. 


1796 


E 
1796, March the 7th, Price 1248. 
| | 21ſt, 1158. Decline Lo 9 o per Quarter 
28th, 00s. O 15 © — 
April 4th, 368. 
:. 83M; 708. 


11 


O 14 — 
0 28 © 


Decline at this Period {2 14. o per e 


This was prior to che Poſſibility of the Ar- 
rival of the great Bulk of the Importations, 
and before any of the Baltic or Ruſſian Car- 


goes would reach England, as the 15th of 


May is reckoned very early for Ships to arrive 
from thence; and it muſt be clear to the 
meaneſt Capacity, that a Bounty of 1 5s, could 
not countervail a Fall of 54s. per Quarter in 


the Price of Wheat, ordered on the Spur of 
Neceſſity and under the Apprehenſion of Scar- 


City at enormous Prices, for the Supply of a 
Country declared by its Legiſlature in Danger 
of a Famine In Addition to the Circum- 
ſtances before related, in the Month of May 
1796, when the Price, of Wheat had riſen in 


| Mark-Lane 158. per Quarter, the Government 
1. at the Requeſt of the then Lord Mayor, ſent 

f a Quantity of foreign Wheat of middling Qua- ny 
| lity to Market purpoſely to reduce the Average, 
and again brought down the Prices; and fo 


. the 


E 


the Corn of the Merchants, which was then 
ſelling conſiderably below the prime Coſt, was 
ſtill further depreciated ; Wheat allo further 
declined in Price 165, more per Quarter before 
Harveſt; which Facts are confirmed by the 
Report of-the Committee of the Houle of Com- 
mons dated. 20th June 1797, and other public 


Documents. This Method of proceeding 


certainly was contrary to the clear expreſs 
Meaning of the Engagements voluntarily en- 
tered into, and che Agreements expreſsly made 
by Government with the Corn Merchants; 

and in Conſequence of this Conduct the Im- 
porters of foreign Corn, inſtead of a reaſonable 
Profit which they had a right to expect for 
the Advance of ſo large a Capital, and as a 


Reward for their Riſques, Exertions and bold af 


Adventures to procure Corn at a Time of 
public Diſtreſs and Calamity, ſuffered Loſſes 
ſo enormous as Thirty, Forty, Fifty, Sixty, 
and even Seventy per Cent. upon the Capital 
employed ; which Loſſes it is plainly proved 
were unavoidable. For Lofs thus incurred 
Sey claimed Relief or Mitigation from the 
Legiſlature. —A Deputation of Merchants from 
Lin erpool, 
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Liverpool, Hull, Newcaſtle, Lynn, Briſtol, 
* Bridport, and from various Parts of Scot- 
land, to the Number of Fourteen, encourag- 
ed by certain Declarations made by the Chan- 
cellor of his Majeſty s Exchequer, attended 
in the City of London and 1 the 


: followin g 


GROUNDS of the CLAIM of the MER- 


CHANTS of ENGLAND and SOOT: 
0 LAND, for Compenſation of their ſevere 
Loſſes by Importation of foreign Corn, in 
the Beginning of the Year 1796, a Time 
of great Scarcity ; ſhewing that if no Re- 


lief be granted, the Corn Merchants Will 


not venture in future to import foreign 
Corn as uſual, which may in caſe of a ka- 
ture ny prove, a national Calamity. 5 


1 ſt. c Tn AT at the expreſs Requeſt 4 Call 
of and under expreſs and recorded Agreements 
with the Legiſlature, they reſumed the Im- 


portation of foreign Corn, which they had 


before abandoned on Account of the Interfe- 
bh 2 
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rence of Government, and had to enter into 


Competition in the foreign Markets' with 


France and Holland, then in great Want of 
Corn. 


2dly. That Government broke through, de- 
parted from, and violated thoſe A greements 


in a Manner as prejudicial to the Merchants 
as was poſſible; and by their Interference juſt 


at a Period when the Orders of the Merchants 


were irrevocable, and when the great Bulk of 
their Corn could not have arrived, ng - 


> demned all the Corn bought 1 in the Baltic, 


Ruſha, Sweden, Poland, Pruſſia, Galicia . 
America, from whence upwards of 909,000 
Quarters of Corn and Flour were imported, to, 
a certain, an unforeſeen, and an unavgidabl- 
Loſs.—The Act for granting Bounties on o- 


reign Corn paſſed on the 24th December 1795. 


and as the Prices kept advancing regularly, 
while Government kept back their Stock from 
the Market, ſo the great Bulk of the Orders 
: of the Merchants for foreign Corn were ſent 
out in January and February 1796. —The 


great Fall in Prices was in March 1796, it 


Was 
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* 
was therefore impoſſible for the Corn ordered 
by the Merchants to have had Time to arrive 
before the Fall in Prices if the Seaſon had 
permitted it; nor was it in their Power to 
countermand their Orders in Time and reſell 


their Corn abroad, if they had been ſo incli- 


ned ; for as the Baltic 1s generally frozen till 
the End of March, and often till the End of 


April, it was impoſlible for Corn ordered in 


November and December to arrive ſooner than 
what was ordered in January and February, 
as a Thaw of the Baltic muſt be waited for 
by both before they can paſs the Sound : there- 
fore the Merchants had not generally the 
ſmalleſt Chance of getting their Corn -Home 
before the Fall in Price; and their Adventures, 
generally ſpeaking, were thus predeſtined long 


before Arrival, to certain unavoidable Loſs. 


zaly. That the a were intention- 
ally miſled by the Statement of the Select 


Committee as to the Quantity of Grain to be 
had in the Univerſe, which one of the Mem- 
bers afterwards declared to be the Caſe, and 


203 a. done : 
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done with a View to ſtimulate the Corn Mer- 
chants to greater Exertions. 


athly. That the Contract privately made 


with an Individual by the Victualling Board, 


and that Board ceaſing to purchaſe in the Home 
Markets on the arrival of the Corn of the 


Merchants, took out of the Markets a confi- 
derable and regular Purchaſer; and the Intro- 


_ duction of fo large a Supply Uno wn to and 
unexpected by the Corn Merchants, tended 
greatly to depreſs the Prices, and to defeat all 


i Froſpects and Chance of Profit on their Ad- 


ventur es. . 


Sthly. That the Iriſh Ports were, by an 
Act of the Iriſh Legiſlature, declared ſhut for 


12 Months to Zoth September, 1 706, but 


were opened contrary to that Declaration on 


the 6th May, 1796, and ſo the Surplus of 
the Iriſh Crop was poured into the Britiſh 
Markets, in the Face of the foreign Arrivals, 

to the great Injury of the Importers, who d1d 
not calculate when they gave their Orders for 


any Supply from Ireland. 


; 6thly. 


Pe 


7 af VR TE EA — CUT SIE ES 
Es S N . NN 
bo” ih ne. > 


N 


6thly. That the Public had the full and 
immediate Benefit of the Loſſes of the Im- 
porters of foreign Corn, by a Fall in the Price 
of the Quartern Loaf from 15d. to 72d. 


which was an immediate and inſtant faving 


to every Family which buy 8 Bread. 


b Ithly. That the Public Diſcontent on Ac- 
count of the high Price of Bread, which had 


endangered the Life of his Majeſty, and the 
Peace of the Land, was removed at the Ex- 
pence of Individuals, which is a very hard Caſe. 


Sthly. That while Government had the 


Supply, the Quartern Loaf roſe from 6d. to 
1 5d. and after the Merchants reſumed their 
Importations, the Quartern Loaf fell from 


15d. to 7d. 


 9thly. That the Private Merchants wet not 


any Benefit from the high Prices of Corn in 
the preceding Year 1795, as they had then no 


Grain on Hand ; being then deterred by the | 
Fear of Government, from their uſual Im- 
portation ; ; that they had no Gains to counter- 


balance 


a. . 


balance their Loſs in 1796, and that not one 
Merchant Importer in Great Britain had any 
Profit, the Contractor with Government ex- 


cepted. 


 Tothly, That the Government Stock being 
withheld for fo long a Period, at the Time 
of the higheſt Prices and greateſt Scarcity, and 
the Quantity on Hand not being made public 


as promiſed by Government, induced the 
Merchants to believe that the Stock of Go- 


vernment was very ſmall, and that it was in- 
tended for the future Ute of the Army and 
| Navy, or that it Was reſerved for a Time of 
great Extremity, and not with a View of 
meeting the Importations of the Merchants 


in the very firſt Inſtance, to their enormous 


Loſs, and to the Ruin of che Profit on all 
their Adventures without any Exception. — 
The Stock of Government was afterwards 
proved to be no leſs than 1 50,000 Quarters of 


| Com, Flour and Meal, 


1 That on the 21 . 1 


there Was a Vote of the Houſe of Commons 


of 
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of / 540,000 for the Emigrant Clergy 04 
Laity of France, and on the 21ſt of Novem- 
ber 1797 a Vote for £168,000 for the ſame 
I Purpole, and the Merchants who ſupplied the 
Country in a Time of Diſtreſs with Bread, 
truſt that they have as fair a Claim for Remu- 
 neration as Strangers, whoſe Subſiſtence has 
been rendered cheaper to the Government, in 
1 a Ratio of one Half in the Article of Bread, at 
the Expence of Individuals. 


12th. That Government paid the Loſs on 
the Rice imported by the Eaſt India Com- 
pany in 1796, although they were not pub- 
1 lickly invited and entreated to import, and 
1alſo that the Country paid all Loſſes ſuſtained 
by the Depreciation of the Corn imported by 
=} Adminiſtration, in Addition to the Miteries 

$ the — ſuffered by their Improvidence. 


155 r 3th. That the State of 1 Farans and the 
World in general, was confeſſedly, as to 
Z Quantity of Grain on Hand and Produce of 
4 the Harveſt of 1795, much worſe, and ac- 
knowledged ſo to be by the Select Committee of 
Ae 
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the Houſe of Commons, than in the preced- 
ing Year ; and of Courſe, the Merit and En- 


terprize of the Merchants in finding and in- 


troducing ſuch a Supply as 327,067 Tons of 


Corn, Flour and Meal, ſo much the greater, 
as that Quantity was incredibly more than 
Government had thought it poſſibl» to pro- 
cure, and was 195 488 Tons more than had 


been procured in 1 79 5 while Government had 
the Trade. 


14th.” That the Surplus of this Importation 

cauſed the Diſtilleries, which by their Stop- 
page had occaſioned a Defalcation of Revenue 
of £806,599, to be ſet to work again more 
early than otherwiſe would have been ventur- 


ed, and alſo the Manufactories of Starch and 


Hair Powder to be reſumed, which pay very 
largely to the Revenue, and are a Fund for 


Compenſation. 


2 «th. That the Sum of £1,000,000 Bri- 
tiſh Sterling was voted in November 1795, 
for Bounties upon 2,000,000 Quarters of fo- 


reign. Corn to be imported, of which Sum 


only 
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only / 500,844 has been paid as the whole 
of Bounties. A Balance therefore remains 
of {400,156 from that Sum; the Country 
was conſequently relieved at a public Expence - 
leſs by the Amount of {£400,156 than was 
expected, and therefore the Importers hope 
and truſt that as the Country was ſo effectually 
relieved through Means of their Capitals, Ex- 
amples and Exertions, that they have, all 
things conſidered, a Rignt to expect ſo far at 
leaſt as that Sum will go, that it may fair- 


ly be applied in Relief or Mitigation of their 
Loſſes. 


16th. That the Yalue- of foreign Corn 
; brought into Great Britain in 1796, under 
Bounty, was ſtated to the Houſe of Com- 
maons to be {3,926,484 excluſive of Freights 
and Charges; therefore Government, by in- 


ducing Individuals to reſume and engage in 

the Trade, has ſaved the Advance of an im- 
menſe Capital, and. the conſequent Intereſt ; 
they have ſince fed the Army, the Navy, the 
Emigrants and Priſoners with Bread at half 

the former Price; the Country and the Pub- 
50 3 lic 
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many other Ways, 


deemed peculiarly needful. It ha: 
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lic at large have thence eminently | benefited in 
beſides the Fall in the 
Price of Bread ; for fince thoſe Importations 
the public Tranquility has not been diſturbed 
on Account of the high Prices of Corn; the 


Rich no longer find it neceſſary to ſupply the 
Poor with Bread at half the. Price it coſt; the 
Military are no longer wanted to OVerawe the 
People; the Price of Bread Corn is reduced to 
the general Content and Satisfaction of the 
Public, and the Cry of © BREAD AND 


©« PEACE!“ affficts the Royal Ear no more. 


—— » — — 


The Britiſh Merchants have by the carly, 


and of Courſe moſt ſerviceable Importations 


in 1796, ſuſtained Loſſes generally ſevere, and 


in many Caſes ruinous, to which Loſſes they 


Y reſpectfully requeſt the Attention of the Le. 
giſlature; and for the ſame they entertain the 
Hopes of Indemnification from their Country, 
which had the full Benefit of their active, 
prompt and ſucceſsful Exertions, at a Time 


when they were eſpecially called for, and 
never been 
the 
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the Intention of the Sufferers by Importation 
of foreign Corn in 1796, to call in Queſtion 
the Policy of the Conduct of Government 


in reducing the Price of Corn at a Time of, 


great public Diſtrefs, as it muſt be allowed to 
be their Duty in all Caſes to act for the Be- 


neut of the Public at large; but the Importers 
cannot agree that it is right that the Public 
mould bret by their Loſh or Ruin; and 


they have thought themſelves obliged to ſhew 
ſuch ſtrong and ſufficient Reaſons for an Ex- 


pectation of Compenſation or Mitigation of 


their ſevere Loſſes, as may convince the Le- 


giſlature and the Public, that they do not ap- 


ply for Relief without juſt and reaſonable 
Grounds ; and alſo to ſhew the Detriment 


which the Operations of Government for the 
public Good, have occaſioned to their private 


Fortunes ; to ſuffer which, putting Juſtice 
out of the Queſtion, cannot even be deemed. 
| politic ; ; as ſuch Example of Loſs by ſupply- 
1ng the Kingdom witi toreign Corn in a Time 


* Scarcity, may, and probably will, in Caſe 


of future Emergency, deter Individuals from 


= exerting themſelves 1 in a like active and ener- 


5 3 


e 


getic Manner, to remedy a like public Want 


of Grain, and fo may prove a national Cala- 
mity; for the Reaſons before adduced, the 
ſuffering Importers truſt that the State of the 
Inducements held out, the Impulſe under 


which they acted, the Cauſes of their Loſſes, 


and the Benefits Which under Divine Provi- 


dence were derived by the Nation from their 
Exertions, will entitle them on the Ground 
of Juſtice, independent of Policy, and of Po- 
licy, independent of Juſtice, to the Compen- 
ſation they have during a Space of two Years, 
to them a very long Time, very ſilently and 
very N ſolicited. 


Such of FA above Cauſes as then were 


known, were brought forward by the Corn 
Merchants of Great Britain, and very reſpect- 


fully urged to Adminiſtration on the 4th of 
May, 1796, by a Deputation from the Corn 


Merchants, immediately upon its being plain- 


: ly perceived that Government, then ſecure of a 
Supply from the Activity and Exertions of 


the Merchants, was determined to 1: cri fice 


the Property of the Importers of Corn, by 


— 


lowering 


Ca 
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lowering the Price of Bread, to gratify the 


Public Wiſhes. 


To thoſe Arguments Mr, Pitt replied, 


e nat poſlibly Equity, but certainly Policy 


SS 


required that ſome Relief ſhould be granted | 
to Parties luffering o ſeverely from Tach * 
Cauſc; but as it was very early in the 
Vear in point of Time for Sale of foreign 
Corn, it Mas too ſoon to enter upon the 
oy Buſineſs; but after the Loſſes were aſcer- 
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66 


66 


+ rained, he ſhould be glad to ſee the Par- 


ce 


ties; and begged leave to aſſure them that 
he was well inclined to favor their Appli- 
«© cation.” The Liverpool! Merchants made 
an Otter of all the Grain they had purchaſed 


64 


Abroad, at prime Coſt without latereſt, and 
to deliver up their Bills of Lading on Pay- 


ment of firft Coſt, but no Anſver was ever 


mage to that Otter. | 


When the Loſſes could be aſcertained, Ap- 


Plication was again made, and tae Sufferers | 


were referred to Parliament. —On the 22d 


5 of February, 1797, many Petitions from the 


different 
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getic Manner, to remedy a like public Want 


of Grain, and ſo may prove a national Cala- 
mity ; for the Reaſons before adduced, the 
ſuffering Importers truſt that the State of the 


Inducements held out, the Impulſe under 


which they acted, the Cauſes of their Lofles, 


and the Benefits which under Divine Provi- 
dence were derived by the Nation from their 
Exertions, will entitle them on the Ground 


of Juſtice, independent of Policy, and of Po- 
licy, independent of Juſtice, to the Compen- 


ſation they have during a Space of two Years, 
to them a very long Time, very ſilently and 
very Ne ſolicited. 


Such of the "above. C 1 as then were 
known, were brought forward by the Corn 
Merchants of Great Britain, and very reſpect- 


fully urged to Adminiſtration on the 4th of 
May, 1796, by a Deputation from the Corn 
| Merchants, immediately upon its being plain- I 
ly perceived that Government, then ſecureof a 
Supply from the Activity and Exertions of $ 


the Merchants, Was determined to ſacrifice 


the Property of the Importers of Com, by 
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lowering the Price of Bread, to 9 the 
* Withes, 


'T o thoſe Arguments Mr, Pitt replied, 


* That poſſibly Equity, but certainly Policy 
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required that ſome Relief ſhould be granted 
to Parties ſuffering ſo ſeverely from ſich a 
Cauſe ; but as it was very early in the 
Year in point of Time for Sale of forcign 
Corn, it was too ſoon to enter upon the 
*< Buſineſs ; but after the Loſſes were aſcer- 


„ tained, he ſhould be glad to ſee the Par- 
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ties; and begged leave to aſſure them that 


4 ( 


he was well inclined to favor their Appli- 
© cation.” The Liverpool Merchants made 


an Offer of all the Grain they had purchaſed 


Abroad, at prime Coſt without Intereſt, and 
to deliver up their Bills of Lading on = 
ment of firft Coſt, but no Anſwer \ was ever 


made to that Otter. 


When the Loge could be aſcertained, Ap- 


plication was again made, and tae Sufferers 
were referred to Parliament. —On the 22d 
of February, 1797, many Petitions from the 


different 


4 


different Ports of Importation were preſented 


to the Houſe of Commons, all which were in 
_ Subſtance as follows : 4 


TO THE HONOURABL. 
TH E COMMONS OF GRE: T BRITAIN, =_ 
in PARLIAMENT albmbled” = 
The Petition of the Merchants a: tors ”, 
Foreign Bread Corn in England and Scotland, 


HuUMBLY SHEWETH, 


8 2 r 3 72 SHAKES 85 oy 
. ͤ bbb 


5 THAT after the cloſe of the Harveſt in 
the Year 1795, the Crop of Bread-Corn ap- 
2 to be ſo very deficient, and the old 
tock on Hand ſo nearly exhauſted, that great 
i ears were cntertained of an actual Scarcity — 
taking Place in Great Britain, . SA 1 


That the Legiſlature, alarmed at the 
Magnitude of the Danger, after a long and 


mature Dejiberation by a Committee of the Z 
Bouſe of Commons, and repeated Communi- 4 
cations with the Board of eiten declared 5 4 
in general but forcible Terms their Appre- 3 

henſions of 4 Scarcity taking Place, unleſs i 3 

very 
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very large Supply of foreign Bread-Corn could 
be obtained. It was alſo feared that if the 


ſucceeding Harveſt ſhould not be early, a Sup- 


ply adequate to the apprehended Want could 


not in the then State of the World be pro- 


cured, eſpecially as France and Holland were 
ſaid to be in ſtill greater Neceſſity, and were 


conſequently expected to purchaſe very largely 
in 1 the toreign Markets, 


That in Conſequence of theſe Ideas, the 


Proceſs of the Diſtilleries and the Manufac- : 


tures of Starch and Hair-Powder were by Law 
prohibited, and Encouragement g given both to 
Britiſh Subjects and Foreigners to procure a 


Supply by a very large Bounty on the Impor- 


tation of Fc oreign Grain 


F ys the Alarm was lo great as to in- 


duce a Determination in many Members of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and in many Pub- 


lic Bodies as well as Individuals, to reſtrict 


| themſelves and their Families in the Uſe ot 
: the finer Sorts of Flour, tf as to make the 


Stock. 


* 


— ——__ ee — 


648) 
Stock, if poſſible, hold out till a new Har- 
veſt. 


That in Conſequence of theſe Ideas and 
Public Declarations, and with a perfect Con- 
fidence in the Report of the Honorable Com- 


mittee of the Houſe of Commons, your Peti- 


tioners were led to believe that it would be 
acceptable to their Country at large, pleaſing 
to a Government anxious for the Welfare and 


Happineſs of the People, and honourably 
profitable to themſelves to reſume, under the 
Countenauce and Sanction of the Legiſlature, 
their accuſtomed Trade in Foreign Grain; and 

in Conſequence of the apprehended Scarcity, : 


5 


uſed very ſtrenuous Exertions, advanced an 
immenſe Capital, and by that Knowledge 
which peculiarly belongs to them, greatly 
contributed to procure to the Country at a 
moſt alarming Period a Supply of Corn, in 
Quantity far exceeding any Idea which had 
been forrned of its poſſible Extent, which 
proved fully adequate to relieve the Wants of 
the W prelerve the Public Tranquility, 


and 
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' and remove the Apprehenſions of Govern- 
ment. 

ad 5 

. That a great Part of this extenſive Sup- 
1: © py has gone to the Public conſiderably under 
TR Prime Coſt, and if Government had thought 
be fit to retain the Whole of the Importation, a | 
ing- | large Capital muſt have been advanced, the 
ng _ conſequent Intereſt paid, and the Loſs upon 
bly the Whole Quantity imported muſt have been 
be borne by the Public, who have conſequently 
ire, benefitted by the Difference between that Loſs 


and and any Compenſation which your Honoura- 


a. k ble Houſe may be induced to give. 
lan | 


* al * 
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edge T * the "IRE has been effeQually 
eatly relieved from the dreaded Calamity at a much 
PL Lieſs Expence than was expected, as a Sum of 
f One Million Britiſh Sterling was voted for the 
Payment of Bounties, of which a conſiderable 
1 art has not been called for. 


hat your Petitioners, inſtead of a Pro- 
4 t, which under the then exiſting Circum- 
ſtances they might reaſonably have ex cpetted, 
have ſuffered grievous Loſſes. 
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6 39 ) 
YOUR PETITIONERS THERE- 
FORE PRAY that this Honourable 


Houſe, contraſting the Situation of the 
Country prior to their Importations with 
its preſent State, and the great Benefits 
the Public at large have received with 
the ſevere Loſſes which Individuals have 
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| ſuſtained, will favorably receive this Ap- 

| peal to the Generoſity and Policy of the |! 
ik Nation, and grant them ſuch Relief as , 
{ their Caſe may ſeem to deſerve ; and ſo |! 
lh as that the Merchants Importers be not 

bj diſcouraged, in like Caſes of future 

10 Emergency, from uſing their Exertions 

0 to procure a Foreign Supply, by the Re- 

| collection of the very ſevere and unex- | 
i ampled Lofles lately incurred. FE 
| i On the 2oth June 1797 a Report was made 5 
| ' by a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 

0 on the Loſſes of the Corn Merchants, which | 
0 concludes in theſe Words. — Upon a ma- 5 
h *« ture Confideration of all the Circumſtances, 
| it appears to Your Committee, that the 4 
þ * Cauſes of the Loſſes ſuſtained 5 the Im- 
tl ** porters 
il 


TY: 


6 


„ dividuals, and produced a very large Week- 


* F 
E EDI SS He 
%. EE Z. 
— ö <7 3% 2 8 n . FP; 


K 


cc 


5 


60 


ce 


44 
6c 


cc 


cc 


£6 


40 


cc 


cc 


cc 


a5 
+ 
04 
«c 


| £6 


„ 
porters are aſcribable to the Impreſſion ma- 


nifeſted by Parliament and the Executive 
Government, with reſpect to the Extent 


of the Scareity, and the Improbability of 


procuring an adequate Supply—the with- 
holding the Government Stock from Mar- 


ket, between December 1795 and March 
1796, whereby the Price was conſiderably 
encreaſed, and produced a ſimilar Effect 


upon Foreign Markets: — The bringing 


ble Quantities in March, April, and May 
1796, which met the Importations of In- 


ly Supply: — The Circumſtances of the 
former Agents for Government, at Dant- 
zig and Elbing, purchaſing ſo large a Quan- 


tity as 70,000 Quarters, under Orders from 
Mr. Scott, as before-mentioned ; and. the 
Victualling Department being, by Means 


of Mr. Scott's Contract, ſupplied with a 
large Quantity of Wheat, without going 


into the Home Markets, whereby the De- 


mand there was reduced in Extent, and 
produced a correſpondent Reduction in the 
CV Price, 


88 


Price, and in its Effect operated to a con- 


= ſiderable Degree in the ſame Manner as if 


„ the Purchaſe by Mr. Scat: had been made 
e directly on Commiſſion for the Account of 
85 Government.“ 


_— 
——— 


Account of Ms. Pier? 8 ee to the 


IMPORTERS of Fox REIGN Corn, after the 
Quartern Loaf had by their e 5 


been brought down from 1 5d. to 73d 


' ON the Second Day of Auguſt 1797, Mr. 
Chalmer of Liverpool, then deputed to repre- 


| ſent the Sufferers by Importation of foreign 
Corn in 1796, in Liverpool and the Out- 
ports of England and Scotland, had an Inter- 


view with the Chancellor of his Majeſty's 


Exchequer, Mr. Pitt, reſpecting an Indem: 


nification for the Loſſes of the Corn Mer- 


chants, in which the Report of the Houſe of 


7 Commons was fully diſcuſſed. —Mr. Pitt be- 
: haved i in the moſt handſome Manner to Mr. 


Cbalmer, and paid the utmoſt Attention to : 
the Facts and Arguments adduced by him on 5 
Behalf of the Importers. Mr. Pitt ſeemed 
particularly ſtruck with the Impoſſibility of 
the Arrival of any Com from the Baltic or 


northwards, 
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Northwards, before the great Fall in Prices, 
and in the Conference ſaid thus: 


«4 ] did not before underſtand the whole of 


this Caſe, the Parties may if they pleaſe, 
apply again for Relief in the next Seſſions, 
and I will give them ſome Support; but 


as mercantile Adventures are not always 
certain of Succeſs, ſo I ſuppoſe the Corn 


Merchants do not expect to receive the 
Whole of their Loſſes.“ To which Mr. 


: Chalmer replied, ** That as Government when 
they ſeized the neutral Ships Corn laden, had 
allowed 10 per Cent. as a fair Profit, ſo 10 per 
Cent. might be preſumed a fair Proportion 


of Loſs on Adventures ſo beneficial to the 
Country; that the Corn Merchants would 


be contented to loſe 10 per Cent. on the 
Capital employed and all Intereſt beſides, 


and would cheerfully leave to the Commit- 


tee of the Houſe of Commons to fix the 


Quantum of Loſs to be borne by the Im- 


Porters.” —Mr. Pitt cloſed the Interview 
with repeating theſe Words, The Corn 


Merchants may if they pleaſe apply again 


65 for 


. 
for Relief in the next Seſfions, and I will 
* give them ſome Support,” 


Upon Mr. Chaliner IJ Reta to Liverpool, 
and after he had related what had paſſed at 


the Interview with Mr. Pitt, the Liverpool 


Importers of foreign Corn addreſſed, on Be- 


half of Lancaſhire, the following 


Lr rr R to the Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT, 
„ e Ia 1 
WE, the underſigned Merchants, Im- 


porters of foreign Corn in the Port of Liver- 


: pool, beg leave to return you our reſpectful 


Thanks for granting Mr. Chalmer the Ho- 


nor of an Interview on the Subject of our ; 
Loſſes by Importation of ene Corn in 


. 


we beg leave to 3 the Information 


which Mr. Chalmer then gave you on our | 
Bahalf, viz. That the Sums we ſtated to the 
Committee are total Loſſes, excluſive of In- 
tereſt and Expences, and that we have no 


Gains 


at's. 


* 


E 


Gains on the Importations of 1796 to counter- 


balance them. That when the private Mer- 


chants had been deterred from their uſual Im- 
portations, Wheat had in Liverpool riſen in 
Auguſt 1795, to 23s. per Buſhel of 7olbs. 


and although Wheat after Harveſt had declin- 


ed to 9s. per Buſhel, yet it had again advanced 


in the ſucceeding January 1796, to 18s. per 


Buſhel of 7olbs. That if we had underſtood, 


before our Orders were ſent out, that Go- 


vernment meant to enter into any priyate Con- 


tract for a foreign Importation, for the Sup- 
ply of any of its Departments with Bread 


Corn, and at the ſame Time to reſerve their 


Stock on Hand for Sale in the Markets; and 
during the Time they with- held their Stock, 

that they would have purchaſed in the Home 
Markets for their preſent Supply, and after- 


wards in the Face of the private Importations 


have brought their Stock into Market for Sale, 


we would not have reſumed the Trade, or 
entered into the Speculations we engaged 1 In, 


That we conſider the Government's not 
bringing any of their Stores to Market in the 


End 
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End of December 1795, in January and Feb- 
ruary 1996, and the Victualling Board's con- 
tinuing all that Time to purchaſe in the Home 


Markets, as Cauſes which tended greatly to 


enhance the Price of Grain, and fo induced us 
to confirm and extend our Orders both as to 
Quantity and Price. 


That the Contract made with Mr. Claude 
Scott on the 6th of January 1796, in a ſecret 
Manner, and the large Quantity of 70,000 
Quarters of Wheat purchaſed in the Baltic for 
the Completion of that Contract by the Agent 
who had uſually purchaſed for Government 
(of which the Britiſh private Importers re- 
ceived Information only by Letters from El- 
bing and Dantzig, dated 1 5th March) gave 
us Reaſon to believe that the fame was for 
Government, and being expected to be brought 

to Market for their Account, tended to keep 
the Prices depreſſed, to the great Detriment 
of the — 


= | We beg leave reſpectfully to obſerve, that 
from the Harveſt of 1795, until May 1796, 


the 
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the Ports of Ireland were ſhut, and Lanca- 


ſhire was deprived during that long Period, 
of the immenſe Stores of Grain uſually drawn 


from thence. 


That under the then Impulſe, the Supplies 


from the more plentiful Counties of England 


and Scotland were refuſed, with-held, or ob- 


| ſtructed. It is therefore clear, that the Coun- 
ty of Lancaſter, remarkably populous, but 

very unproductive, and the enormous Popu- 
lation of this and other Counties, ſupplied by 
the Importers of Liverpool, could at that Pe- 
riod of aggravated Calamity depend upon a 
foreign Supply alone for Exiſtence, and of 


courſe the Importers were the more impelled 
to adventure for the Supply of a County, 
which in Caſe of any thing like Famine, 


muſt be the firſt to experience its dreadful 
Effects, 


We beg 1 to thank you for your tua, 


mation to Mr.  Chalmer, that you did not 
before know the whole of our Caſe, That 


CW 


you would take it into your Farther Conſide- | 
ration, that the Parties might apply again for 


Relief in the next Seſſions, and that you 
would give them ſome Support. 


We hope and truſt, that the enormous Fall 


of Prices prior to the Poſſibility of our foreign 
Arrivals; the ſtrong Inducements for our 
Adventures ; the public Benefit derived from 
our Exertions and Importations ; and the ſe- 
vere Loſſes which we have ſuſtained 3 may 
entitle us to your friendly Support in the next 
Seſſions, and may induce you to recommend 
ſuch Relief as our Caſe may appear to merit, 
and ſuch as that the Merchants-Importers may 
not be deterred 1 in a like Caſe of future Emer- 
gency, from again exerting themſelves to avert 


a like Calamity, by Recollection of their late 


ſevere Loſſes; and that this populous and 


_ unproductive County (Lancaſhire) may not 
again be expoſed to Diſtreſs, equal to, or 
i greater than that of 1795, hen the private 
Importers no longer furniſhed theſe devour- 
ing Markets with that foreign Supply | which 
. had 


C39 1 
had for Years before kept the Price of Bread 


at reaſonable Rates. 
„ Si'igned by the Importers. 
4 Liverpool, 25th Auguſt, 1797. 


The above was delivered by a Deputation. 


In Conſequence of Mr. Pitt's Promifis to 
Mr. Chalmer, and of various other Promiſes 
b through Colonel Stanley of Lancaſhire, Sa- 
muel "Thornton, Eſq. of Hull, and ſeveral 
a other Members of Parliament, to the Impor- 
ters of foreign Corn, the Merchants did apply 
2 again the next Seſſions of Parliament for Miti- 
2 gation of their Loſſes, and had no Doubt of 
7 receiving Mr. Pitt's promiſed Support. ; 


But ads of the Compenſation e 
and the Support promiſed, Mr. Pitt when the 
2 Buſineſs came before Parliament on the oth 
May 1708, poured upon the ſuffering Impor- 
ich 3 ters publickly in the Houſe of Commons a 
1 Torrent of Obloquy, Calumny and Abuſe, 
had 

1 „ and 


O 
my 
2 


e 
and ſpoke of them in ſuch a Style as if their 
active, prompt, and energetic Exertions for 
the Supply of their Country with Bread Corn 
at a Time of expected Famine had been ſome 


gZuilty Deed, and as if their having fully ſuc- 


Ceeded in procuring that Supply had been ſome 
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mighty Crime; and aided by Thirty-three : 
Members, his own Friends, the Friends of 3 
the Litile Loaf, the Dear Loaf and Subſti- 
tutes, carried the Point againſt twenty-ſix 4 
independent Members, the Friends of the 4 
LARGE Loar, the Cheap Loaf and a free I 
Importation, who voted. for the Relief of 4 
the Merchants. Thus the Sufferers by Im- | 
portation of foreign Corn in 1796 had, i ; 
Addition to their original Loſſes, to For ER a 4 | 
very conſiderable Loſs of Time, an Expence 
of 2500, paid i in Charges of Journeys, Solici- 
tors Bills, Fees, &c. and a ſevere Diſappoint- 
ment rendered doubly mortifying from their 
having been two Years buoyed up with Hopes 
of Compenſation; they were beyond Mea- 
ſure galled to find that they had been lured on 
by deceitful Promiſes to pernicious Hopes only 


i with a View to be treated with e 1 


and 
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and public Indignity ; and that even Falſhood 


was not ſpared to render them odious to the 


Public, for no Reaſon they could ever divine 
but becauſe the Exertions of private Indivi- 
duals had proved ſuperior in a Ratio of five to 


two to thoſe of Government in the Corn 


rade for the Supply of the Kingdom. 


In every Port in Great Britain where the 
Importation of foreign Corn is uſual there were 


Sufferers, and of Courſe this Conduct of Go 


vemment was known to > them all. 


CONSEQUENCES of the CoxpucrT of ARI. 


NISTRATION to the IMPORTERS of Fo- 
REIGN Corn in 708: 


TE Corn Merchants of Great Britain look- 
ed upon this Conduct as a plain, explicit, 
public Declaration of the Diſpleaſure of the 

Adminiſtration at the Succeſs of their Exer- 
tions, and they were thence led to believe that 
Adminiſtration are hoſtile to the private Im- 


Porter: 3 


— 3 „ - 


1 
porters of Corn, and wiſh for certain Ends of 
of their own that Corn ſhould be extravagantly 
dear for ſome certain Period ; and there- 
fore they have ever ſince been anxious to pre- 
vent the Introduction of a large foreign Sup- 
ply. Some of the wealthieſt Importers have 
on this Account, and on Account of the 
perpetual Interference of Government, de- 
clined the Corn Trade and inveſted their 
Capitals in other Lines, which | is a great 
Detriment to the Country in which they 
reſide, and of that there are Inſtances in 
Lancaſhire. But what is a ſtill greater Mis- 
fortune to every populous and unproductive 
County i is this; that as the Merchants do not 
venture to import very largely in general, fo 
when the Britith Harveſt turns out badly, and 
the Prices riſe Abroad, they are afraid to ad- 
venture on large Importations for Fear of ſome 
Interference of Government; and the higher 
the Price of Corn riſes at Home, the more 
are they afraid to import, which is directly 
contrary to the natural Order of Things; be- 
cauſe the Expectation of Profit is the great 
Inducement to riſque large Sums of Money in 


an. 
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an Article ſo periſhable as Corn is, and fo 


liable to Fluctuation in Price; for if the pri- 


vate Adventurers ſhould buy Corn abroad at 
very high Prices as in 1796, and Government 
ſhould again act the ſame Part as they did in 
1796, and the Merchants have no Security 


for the contrary, the Corn Merchants might 
again be expoſed to ſuffer in the like Manner, 
and might be again ſubjected to like unavoid- 


able Loſſes; — and they are the more confirmed 


in Opinion that this may be the Caſe again, 


becauſe they cannot obtain from Government 


a permanent Law to regulate the foreign Corn 
Trade, and render the Merchants ſecure from 


the Interference of Government; therefore 


when a large Quantity of Corn is wanted in 


England, and the Price riſes very high, the 
Supply is likely to be very ſhort and very dear, 


both which are very great Misfortunes to the 


Country; and the Profit on the Sale of foreign 


Corn then goes Abroad inſtead of remaining 


in Great Britain, and Foreigners are doubly 


enriched by the Miſeries of this Country. 
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6 
No Deſcription of Merchants have received 
ſuch Diſcouragement from Government as the 
Corn Merchants in the laſt ſeven Vears, and 
therefore it muſt be clear to every Perſon who 
is acquainted with the Facts relative to this 
important Subject, that the Corn Merchants 
muſt abandon that bold Spirit of Adventure 
which uſed to diſtinguiſn them above all other 
Merchants in Great Britain, and was the Rea- 
ſon why the Subſiſtence of the populous un- 
productive Counties was ſteadily, readily, and 
cheaply ſecured before the Interference of Go- 
vernment in their Buſineſs, 


Alained at the Situation of the Corn Trade 
thus diſcouraged by the Government, and for 
the Reaſons ene therein, Mr. Chalmer 
printed, and with a View to make a permanent 

1 Impreſſion as to his Sentiments drawn from 22 
Fears Experience of the foreign Corn Trade, 
dubliſhed i in 1799 the anda 1 


ADDRESS 


5 


 * ADDRESS Ta Taz PUBLIC, - 
Prefatary to his I. Ar RRS on the CRN TRADE. 
' BY Mn. Chalmer, of Liver poal. 1 | 


IN. the Subject of the following Publication 
every Perſon. in the Kingdom of Great Britain 
is more or leſs intereſted, "All Ranks eat. 

Bread, of one kind or other, and the Price of 
an Article i in. daily and hourly. Uſe, of an Ar- 
ticle emphatically called the Staff e of Life, can- 
not be indifferent to any Perſon; the Rich and 

Poor are alike intereſted | in its Riſe o or Fall, and 

an Adyance proportionably affects them both, 

The Quality of Bread too is, in the Eyes of 

the Phyſician and Philanthropiſt of no ſmall 
Moment to the general and particular Health, 
and a Deficiency of an Article upon which the 
poorer Claſſes of Society chiefly ſ ubſiſt, — 
cibly calls. upon them to eat Subſtitutes, 
and. frequently unwholeſome Subſtitutes'; ; the 
Conſequence is, that as an actual F amine is 
always follawed by a violent Peſtilence, ſo a 


leſſer Degree of Famine i is generally : fucceeded 5 


by a leſſer Degree of Peſtilence; and it has 
been very julth obſerved, and! is now known 
8 and 
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and allowed to be the Fact, that after a bad 
| Harveſt and a Deficiency of ſound wholeſome 
Bread Corn, the ſucceeding Spring has been 
prolific of Diſeaſes fatal to the Health of the 
poorer Claſſes of Society, and generally at- 
tended. by a great Mortality amongſt them. 
This Obſervation is worthy the Attention of 
all Legiſlators, and particularly thoſe of Great : 
Britain, where the Harveſt of Corn is fo un- 
certain: It is alſo an additional Call upon the 
Humanity and Benevolence of every Man who 
has it in his Power to concur in the Means 
for the Prevention of ſuch an Evil as we have 
lately encountered, viz. a Scarcity of Corn, 
which brought on the Apprehenſion of a Fa- 
mine! — The high Prices which Corn and 
Bread have long borne, and the low Prices to 
8 which they were reduced in a very i ſhort Space | 
of Ti ime, are as eaſily accounted for as a 
Change 1 in the Price of any other Article of 
Commerce. The preſent Moment of Plenty 
and Cheapneſs, ſucceeding Scarcity and Dearth, | 
| ſeems a fit Time to inveſtigate this important 
Subject, and to reviſe the Errors which in 
ſome Degree brought © o and very greatly ag- 
gravated | 


w; 


E 

gravated the Calamity, ſo as if poſſible, to 
prevent a Return of the ſame Situation in fu- 
ture. As a Native of Liverpool in Lanca- 
ſhire, a moſt populous but very unproductive 
County ; acquainted from long Experience 
with the abſolute Neceſſity of a large and re- 
gular Importation of foreign Corn to ſupply 
the poſitive and conftant Wants of the enor= 
mous Population furniſhed by the Importa- 
tions of Liverpool, do which in Times of 
Scarcity not only Lancaſhire but the Counties 
of York, Stafford, Flint, Denbigh, Carnar- 
von, Merioneth, Montgomery, Cardigan, 
and even Warwick, are neceſſitated to reſort 
for the Supply of the Article moſt neceſſary for 
Subſiſtence, BrEad the Staff of Life—Cer- 
tain that in caſe of any Thing like Famine. 
thoſe Counties will be amongſt the firſt to ex- : 
perience its dreadful Effets—Alarmed at the 
Situation to which He foreſees that multitudi- 
nous Population may again be reduced by t the 
uncontrolled, and as yet unchanged Syſtem of 
Operations of the Lords of the Privy Council; 
convinced from a fatal Experience of Years | 
1 that they are \jncompetent from a Defect of 

Experience 
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and allowed to be the Fact, that after a bad 
Harveſt and a Deficiency of ſound wholeſome 
Bread Corn, the ſucceeding Spring has been 
prolific of Diſeaſes fatal to the Health of the 
poorer Claſſes of Society, and generally at- 
tended by a great Mortality amongſt them. 
This Obſervation is worthy the Attention of 
all Legiſlators, and particularly thoſe of Great 
Britain, where the Harveſt of Corn is fo un- 
certain: It is alſo an additional Call upon the 
Humanity and Benevolence of every Man who 
has it in his Power to concur in the Means 
for the Prevention of ſuch an Evil as we have 
lately encountered, viz. a Scarcity of Corn, 
which, brought on the Apprehenſion of a Fa- 
mine! — The high Prices which Corn and 
Bread have long borne, and the low Prices to 
which they were reduced in a very ſhort Space 
of Time, are as eaſily accounted for as a 
Change in the Price of any other Article of 
Commerce. The preſent Moment of Plenty 
and Cheapneſs, ſucceeding Scarcity and Dearth, 
ſeems a fit Time to inveſtigate this important 
- Subject, and to reviſe the Errors which in 
ſome Degree brought orr and very greatly ag- 
grovuted 


6 
gravated the Calamity, ſo as if poſſible, to 
prevent a Return of the ſame Situation in fu- 
ture. As a Native of Liverpool in Lanca- 
ſhire, a moſt populous but very unproductive 


County ; acquainted from long Experience 
with the abſolute Neceſſity of a large and re- 


gular Importation of foreign Corn to ſupply 
the poſitive and conſtant Wants of the enor- 
mous Population furniſhed by the Importa- 


tions of Liverpool, to which in Times of 
Scarcity not only Lancaſhire but the Counties 


of York, Stafford, Flint, Denbigh, Carnar- 
von, Merioneth, Montgomery, Cardigan, 


and even Warwick, are neceſſitated to reſort - 
for the Supply of the Article moſt neceſſary for 


Subſiſtence, BRE ad the Staff of Life—Cer- 
tain that in caſe of any Thing like Famine. 


thoſe Counties will be amongſt the firſt to ex- 
perience its dreadful Eftects—Alarmed at the 
Situation to which He foreſees that multitudi- 


nous Population may again be reduced by the 
uncontrolled, and as yet unchanged Syſtem of 


Operations of the Lords of the Privy Council; 


convinced from a fatal Experience of Vears 
that they are incompetent from a Defect of 
Experience 
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Experience, or of Knowledge or Judgment, or 
that they are miſled in this important Affair; 
having witneſſed the dreadful Errors they have 
committed, which brought the unproductive 
Counties into a very dangerous Situation as to 
their Supply of Bread om ing taken 
every Pains in his power during two ſucceſſive 
Seſſions of Parliament by Speech and Writing. 
by private Letters and printed Addreſſes, and 
by ſolemn Declarations in perſonal Interviews 
with the Prime Miniſter and other Members 
of the Privy Council, to inform, warn, and 
alarm the Government on this important Sub- 


ject— but in vain—the Author now thinks 


that He has done his Duty as to the higher 
Powers ; and as he has not met with any Suc- 
ceſs i in his Exertions, nor effected any Change 
in the fatal Syſtem of their Operations, He is 
therefore impelled by what He deems due from 
Him in this important Caſe to his own and 
the other unproductive | Counties, to ſubmit to 
the Public the following ** Account of the 
Cauſes of the Scarcity and high Prices of Corn 
in the Year 1795 and the Beginning of 1796, 

and of the 510 Advance of the Price of 

| 7 Wheat 


6690). 
Wheat in the late Autumn of 1797,” with a 
View to prevent thoſe Counties being brought 
again into the ſame Situation, 


Vippy will the Auer be” ik the dier 
of Facts laid before the Public and the Go- 


vernment act as a Beacon and a Land-Mark to 
prevent in future ſuch Danger as We have 


lately eſcaped; for it may chance hereafter to 
prove that a like Misfortune may not from a 


Concurrence of Circumſtances be ſo readily 
remedied as in the late Inſtance, eſpecially \ un- 


der the fame Syſtem, and therefore it is the 
more neceſſary to review the paſt and gather 


Inſtruction from our actual Experience and 


the late nearly Feat or If the ucthos © 


| ſucceed in his Deſign, He will have the Sa- 


tisfaction to know that He has rendered his 


Country a Service of which few. can appreciate 
the Value, and of more real Wörth to her 


than more ſplendid Atchievements. And if 
by intereſting the Public in their own Cauſe fo- . 


as to induce them to enquire into the Evil, 


which is all that 1s wanted for the Remedy, 
He ſhall chance to {ave the Life of one ſingle 


Indi- 5 
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Individual, which might hereafter through an 
Indignation miſtaken as to its Object be brought 
into Jeopardy, and can cauſe that the Corn 
"Trade be put upon a fair, proper, and perma- 
nent Foundation, He will feel Himſelf amply 
rewarded for the Labour, Trouble, and Loſs 
which he has experienced in his long-continu- 
ed, expenſive, and as yet unſucceſsful Exer- 
tions. 


The Coſt in the late Scarcity for the Supply = 


of the Kingdom with Bread Corn was very 
near Seven Millions Britiſh Sterling 1 in the va- 


rious Expenſes it occaſioned, and is known | 


to have been the real Cauſe of the Stoppage of 
the Bank of England. The Author as a Man 
of Spirit does not allow that Sum, large as it 

is, to weigh heavy in his Mind in Competi- 

tion with the Supply of Bread when wanted ; 

vet, as a Politician and an Engliſh Merchant, 
He cannot but grieve to think .that by com- 

mon Prudence ad a common provident Care 
One- third at leaſt of that Sum might have been 
ſaved to his Country. 


Thrice 


n 


Thrice has the Author had the Satisfaction 


to avert Famine by his Importations from a 
populous but unproductive Diſtrict, and cheer- 


fully would he fay to the Lords of his Ma- 


jeſty's Privy Council, and eſpecially to the 
Right Honourable William Pitt, the Chan- 


cellor of his Majeſty's Exchequer ; to the 


Right Honourable the Earl of Liverpool, Pre- 


fident of the Board of Trade; and to the 
Honourable Dudley Ryder, Vice Preſident of 


that Board Go Ye and do likewiſe ;” but 


he has ſtrong and ſufficient Reaſons to believe 


that they have ſome deep and hidden Deſign 


reſpecting the Corn Trade, which they wait 
for a favourable Opportunity to put into Ex- 
ecution; and it appears to him that it requires 


for that Purpoſe a Time of public Calamity 
and Diſtreſs from a Want of a Sufficiency 9E 
Grain, which upon their preſent Syſtem of 
Diſcouragement of the Britiſh Importers of 
foreign Corn, is likely to arrive with the firſt 
indifferent, not to ſay bad Harveſt.— The Au- 


| thor inſerts the following being the laſt Para- 


graph of a ſhort Addreſs to the Public, which 
4 he met with 1 in 1795, at the Ti ime of the Mo- 
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nopoly of foreign Grain by the Lords of the 


Privy Council ; which had advanced Wheat to 
208. per W incheſter Buſhel, which ſeems to 
him very much to the Purpoſe on this Sub- 
je, and ſhews what others then thought re- 


ſpecting Government' s Interference in the 
Corn Trade “ It may be anſwered, that any 
_<* Merchant is ; free to import any Species and 
Quantity of Grain from Abroad; but al- 
though this be true, what Man will be 
hardy enough to venture his Fortune in 
Competition with Government, when there 
are no other Corn Laws than the Orders of 
„Council, and when thoſe who ſport with 
«© the Monies of the Public, are not anſwer- 
able in their private Fortunes, for any Er- 


„ rors 2 may commit.“ 


. The Author offer due Conſideration, 178 down 


the following Poſitions: + 


T hat tor Twenty Years before the Interfe- 
rence of Government in the Corn Trade, 
the private Merchants had imported a ſu- 
perabundant Supply for the Kingdom, and 
that the Price of Wheat had very ſeldom 


exceeded | 


N 
exceeded 528. but was generally under 428. 
per Wincheſter Quarter, and that Bread - 


was proportionably — — the 
3 


That Government at the time of their Inte- a 
ference, found the Kingdom well ſtocked 
with all Kinds of Grain, and the Quartern 
Loaf at the Price of 6d. in London. 


That upon the Aſſumption of the Corn Trade 
by Government, the Merchants were de- 
terred from their uſual Importations of fo- 
reign Corn, being afraid to enter into Com- 
petition with Government. 


SALAS: — 4 SY 42 * 
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That in a of the Operations of 
Government, the price of Wheat roſe to 
126s. per Quarter, and the Quartern Loaf 
to 15d, in London, and the Price of Wheat 
to 1608. per Quarter, and Bread to 20d. 
the Quartern Loaf in the Country. 


That in conſequence of the . of 
Famine, Government found it neceſſary 


H publickly 
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Loaf from 15d. to 7:d 
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publicly to invite the Corn Merchants to 


reſume their 8 


That in conſequence of the Trade being left 


again free as uſual, the Corn Merchants 
imported ſuch a Quantity of foreign Corn 


in a few Months as ee the Quartern 
. in a few Weeks, 


and reduced Wheat from 1268. to sos. per 
in London. 


That the Wende Importers inſtead of the 
Encouragement which it was proved they 
generally deſerved, were ſubjected by the | 

Operations of Government, to enormous | 


Loſs; and inſtead of the Relief i in Mitiga- 


tion of their Loſſes, repeatedly and folemn- | 
ly promiſed by (Mr. Pitt) the Chancellor | 


of k.s Mieſty's Exchequer, were by him 


publickly loaded with undeſerved Obloquy, 


* and Abuſe. 


TC 


That the Operations of Government in the 
Corn Trade, have enriched foreign Coun- 1 
tries at the Expence of Great Britain, in a 

5 Ratio 


1 


Ratio which might have been avoided— 


have greatly encreaſed the Commercial Ma- 
rine of other Countries, and proportionably 
diſcouraged our own—have endangered the 


| Subſiſtence of Great Britain—have ſo far 


checked the enterprizing Spirit of the Bri- 


tiſh Importers of foreign Corn, who reliev- 


ed the Country i in the time of Diſtreſs, that 


it 1s not likely that the Country will have 


again in a like Caſe of Need, the Benefit 


of ſuch prompt and active Exertions as in 


the late Inſtance, and therefore is in Dan- 
ger upon the firſt bad Harveſt, of being 
in a worle Situation than it has lately 
EX Prrienced. 


That the NEE of Gigantic Monopoly by : 

the Privy Council, has been proved by 
Experiment to be a Scheme of Gigantic | 
Folly, the Miſchief of which will appear 

, eee glaring the longer it is perfiſted 


that it was conducted in a Manner diſ- 


. 5 to its Authors, deſtructive of the 


Comfort of the Realm, and dangerous to 
the Government. 
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That it appears to the Writer, from the Rea- 


ſons before adduced, and from the Deceit 
practiſed upon himſelf and other Merchants, 
that it is the Intention of the Privy Coun- 


cil to diſcourage the private Importers of 


foreign Corn with a View to force them to 


- abandon their regular, beneficial and effici- 


ent Exertions for the Supply of their reſ- 
pective Diſtricts; and that their pertinaci- 


ous Adherence to the ſame Syſtem which 
brought on the late Calamity, after the 


cleareſt Proof of its Folly, Danger, and In- 


efficacy, ariſes from ſome deep, my ſterious, 
and hidden Deſign“, which it is the Duty of 


every Man who wiſhes well to his Coun- 


try, and the Stability of her happy Form of 
Government, carefully to watch; and which, 
if it be ſuch as the Writer believes and un- 
derſtands it to be, it behoves every Friend 
to the Proſperity, Subſiſtence, and Liberty 
of Great Britain, to concur in the Endea- 
vour to fruſtrate The Author knows the 
Trade in foreign Corn for the Supply of 5 


The Writer has obtained a Copy of that Deſign complete, 
except Appendix D (Butchers) and it will ſoon be publiſhed, 


% 


(FF 1 
the Kingdom with Bread, to be a moſt de- 
licate, moſt ſerious, and moſt important 
Subject; Inſtructed by the paſt Scarcity, 
which he not only foreſaw, but foretold to 


the Privy Council, would happen—alarm- 


ed by his Expectation of a future Scarcity 


from the ſame Cauſe, and trembling for thge 
Subſiſtence of his Native Country ; ready 
to Support his Aſſertions in the Face of the 

_ Gigantic Monopolizers, whoſe Operations 
brought on, continued, and to the laſt Mo- 


ment in their Power, aggravated the late 


unmparallelled Diſtreſs; convinced by their 


public Abuſe of the Corn Merchants, Who 


relieved the Calamity, and remedied the 
 Miſchiefs thoſe Men had brought on the 
Country, that they were greatly chagrined, 


deeply diſappointed, and violently enraged, 


at the Proof of the Superiority of the Ex- 
ertions of the Corn Merchants to their own 


deſirous to inform the Nation that the 


Privy Council have in their Hands without 
the ſlighteſt Controll, a Power more dread. 
: ful than an uncontrolled Power over the 

National Purſe, VIZ, an uncontrolled Power 


over | 


EE 
over the National Subſiſtence, which ought 


not more than the other to be ſo left in any 


Hands whatever—ceciiul from Experi- 


ence, that the Lords oi tlie Privy Council 
cannot too ſoon be diveſted of that Power, 


the Uſe or Abuſe f which, whether from 


their Ignorance, want of Judgment, Folly, 
Aſſumption or Preſumption, has proved ſo 
calamitous to the Country; clear in Opi- 
nion that the Subfiſtence of the Kingdom 
ought never again to be hazarded to the 
Folly, Ignorance, or even Wiſdom of any 
Set of Men too far removed from common 
Life to form themſelves any true and cor- 
rect judgment concerning a Bufi neſs ſo 
generally important —ſpecially acquainted 


that the Conduct of the preſent Miniſ- 


"ter; and the Lords of the Privy Council, 
has been to the Corn Merchants, at, after, 
and ſince the late Period of Diſtreſs, ſuch 
as has rendered them timid, diſtruſtful and 
uncertain in their Operations for the Supply 
of the Kingdom with foreign Com, and 


that this important Object, which ought f 


above all others to be fixed on certain 


Ground, f 


4 


Ground, is thus owing to their Proceedings, 
left in a great degree to Chance and Hazard: 
and above all Things, anxious for the aſ- 
ſured Subſiſtence, Liberty and Proſperity 
of his native Land — The Author for theſc 
Reaſons has printed the following Letters on 

the Corn Trade, brings publickly forwards 
the above Aſſertions, and ever ready to 
maintain them, thus underſi igns his Name 


and Place of Abode. 


Frances Fal of Liverpool 5 


Deputed to Repreſent the Sufferers by I por lation : 


/ foreign Corn in the Year 1796, 21 ; #9 


ve / pool and the Outports of L neland 4 

Hco⸗ land. 
Fi hin Street: 20 July, 1798. 
«CE 


SPARTAM NACTUS ES HAXNC EXORNA.. 


The 1 Addreſs 1 to the Public has 5 
in the Hands of many Gentlemen and ſome 
Members of Parliament f. ince the Date of 
printing it; many Copies were ſent in tlie 
S OO 


natural Channel but all in vain. 
Writer therefore begs leave to ſtate as indif- 


Putable | Facts, 


( 8 ) 


beginning of the preſent Seſſions to various 


Members of both Houſes of Parliament, 
and every Repreſentation made by the Author 


to obtain a Law for the Regulation of the 
Corn Trade, fo that the Merchants might 
have ſome Degree of Certainty in their Im- 


portations of foreign Corn, a Permanent Law, 


which would at once renew Competition in 
the Trade, put an End to Gigantic Mono- 


poly, give Scope for private and timely Ex- 


ertions, procure a cheap Importation, put an 


End to Government's Interference, and re- 
"Pong the Corn Trade into its old ſafe and 
-The 


THE FOLLOWING DEDUCTIONS. 


That Great Britain requires annually a large 


Supply of foreign Grain, without which we 


cannot ſubſiſt. 


'T That the annual Importation of W l upon 
an Average of 12 Years before the preſent 
Wa ar, 


— 
War, was 225,000 Quarters, and the com- 
mon Importation of Oats was from 400 to. 
800, ooo Quarters per Annum, beſides Rye, 
Barley, Peaſe, Beans, &c. 


That the Subſiſtence of the Army and 


Navy, Priſoners, &c. requires at preſent, 


and will during the War require 1, 00, ooo 


Quarters of Corn more per Annum than in 
time of Peace, 


That prior to the Interference of Govern- 
ment in the Corn Trade, the Merchants did 
for many Years procure a ſteady, regular, 
certain and cheap Supply of foreign Corn, and 
that there was no Shadow of Reaſon for any 


Diſſatis faction with them or their Proceedings. 


That after the Interference of Government 


had put the whole foreign Corn into the 
Hands of Government; their Agents in 1795 


fold their Wheat at ſuch Prices as no Com- 
bination for Monopoly of an Article which 
truly is the Staff of Life; no bad Crops, 


no unpropitious Harveſts, no unfavourable 
„ 55. Cas 


) 


Concurrence of Events, had in the Memory 
of Man given an Example of, that is, 238. 
per Buſhel of — 


T bat in 1795 the Agents of Government 
bought from the unſuſpecting Merchants their 
Stocks of foreign Corn, either Abroad, on the 


Paſſage, or on Arrival, at very cheap and 
moderate Prices, and ſo foreſtalled the Mar- 
kets, and then ſold thoſe Purchaſes at an enor- 
mous Advance at Home to great Profit, and 


by this Conduct riſqued the Life of the 


King, and the Peace of the Kingdom. 


That when the Merchants had been called 
upon by the Legiſlature, and had procured 


an abundant Supply and reduced the Prices of 
Bread and Corn full one Half, they were then 


deeply injured as to Property, and publickly 
belied, inſulted, vilified and abuſed. 


That the Conſequence of ths Conduct of 


Government to the Importers of foreign Corn, 


has been that the Supply is again inadequate 


to 


5 
to the Wants of the Country, and all Faith i in 
the preſent Adwiniſtration 4 is loſt, 


That as the Price of Wheat regulates the 
Price of every thing elſe, particularly of every 
Neceſſary of Life, ſo the greateſt Encourage- 
ment ſhould be given to the Importation of 
foreign Corn, inſtead of the dreadful Diſcou- 
ragement which has checked or rather mur- 
dered that Spirit of Speculation in foreign 

Corn which always occaſioned bold Purchaſes 

and plentiful Importations, before ſuch Pains 

were taken, ſince the Interference of Govern- 

ment with Individuals, to deſtroy that Soul 
of Importation which produced ſuch benefi- 
cial Conſequences to the Kingdom at large, 
and anxiouſly attentive to the public Wants 
had always Provided an abundant and cheap 
Supply. 


That until Government ſhall give up all 

5 Interference in the foreign Corn Trade, the 
Boupply will be uncertain and precarious, 
which is now clear to the meaneſt Capacity ; 

= becauſe twice in the ſpace of four Years, the 

| ka: Kingdom 


( 

Kingdom has been brought into Jeopardy ; 
which was foreſeen and repeatedly foretold to 
Government, written and printed; a Fact 
which it required no Spirit of Prophecy to 
foreſee and foretell, and was foreſeen and 
foretold by many Corn Merchants in Great 
Britain. 


That Government have no Right to pre- 
tend that they interfere in the Corn Trade for 
the Public Good, becauſe Experience has 
proved that ſuch has not been the Effect of 
: their Interference, but the very contrary, 


That while fach enormous Profits as Hun- 
dreds of Thouſands of Pounds can be got by 
Importation of foreign Corn in times of Scar- 
city as in 1705, it is not likely that thoſe who 
ſhared in them will ever relinquiſh, till 
forced, a Plan which though from ſo horrid a 
Source as public Miſery, general Diſtreſs and 
Calamity, brought ſuch enormous Gains, 
eſpecially as they never have been hitherto 


called upon in any Shape for any Account "Eo 


5 their Conduct of the Corn. Trade when in 
tbeir | 


E 


their Hands, or for a State of ths Account of 


their Profit and Loſs on their Corn Adven. = 


tures. 


That the Experience of 179; has proved 
that Government could not and cannot pro- 
cure a Supply adequate to the Wants of the 5 
* 


That the Experience of 1796 has proved 
that the Corn Merchants of Great Britain 
could and can when free from the Dread of 
Interference, procure a full, an ample, and 
ſuperabundant Supply, and therefore the At- 
tempt of Adminiſtration to delude the Public 
with an Idea that the Merchants cannot pro- 
cure the Supply, that the Scarcity is owing 
to Millers or Bakers, or any Monopoliſts 
but themſelves, is as abſurd as it is wicked, 


The Importations of Liverpool ſhould in i800 


* for a tolerable Supply, conſidering preſent Cir- 


cumſtances, be at leaſt 200,000 Quarters of 

Wheat, and 400,000 Quarters of Oats, beſides 
Barley, Rye, and other Articles; and as the 
* N Public 


ä So 


( 86 ) 


Public is likely to pay from 15s. to 188. per 
Buſhel during the enſuing Spring and Sum- 


mer for Wheat; and as Oats are likely to fetch 
from ps. to gs. per Buſhel, and as the Want 
of Corn always enhances the Price of Fleſh 


Meat, ſo it can readily be proved to Demon- 
ſtration, that including the Advance in Corn, 


Fleſh Meat and all other Neceſſaries of Life, 


the extra Coſt to the populous but unpro- 
ö ductive County of Lancaſter alone for Sub- 


ſiſtence, will amount to Two Millions Britiſh 


Sterling in the Year 1800 more than in the 


Year 1790; a very ſerious Conſideration, 
which yet is not ſo dreadful as the Doubt 


whether the Supply can be obtained at any 
Price; and upon a Calculation for the whole 


Kingdom, Twenty Millions Britiſh Sterling 


will not pay the Additional  Expence of the 


Conſumption of Individuals, on the ſame 


Scale, which is as much as all the Taxes. 


APPEAL, 


's | 


C093 


APPEAL. 


THE Writer appeals to his Countrymen, 
whether the beſt Mode will not be, in Com- 


pliance with, and in Aid of His Majeſty's 


Gracious Recommendation on the 29th of 


October 1795, which Adminiſtration have 
hitherto neglected and deſpiſed, to peti- 
tion for and obtain from Parliament a Parma- 
nent Law for the Regulation of the Importa- 


tion of foreign Sn for the Excluſion of all 


Government Interference in the Corn Trade ; 


to obtain for the Certainty of the Merchants 


| _ Importers a poſitive Rule for their Conduct 
in Importation, ſo that they may again venture 


as boldly as they formerly uſed to do for th 


Supply of their Friends, Neighbours . 
Country-Men and Country-Women and Chil- 
dren, fo as that they may have a Belly-full of 
good and cheap Bread, as they. always had be- 


fore the Interference of Government in the 


Corn Trade. 


The Writer allo appeals. to his Cs atry- 


falls whether they prefer the Ol pris ate 


O 


Corn Merchants who ſold for Years coo 
| | four 4 


A, 


ſound Wheat at 58. at 6s. and very ſeldom af 
75. per Buſhel of 70 Pounds. The old 
Mealman who ſold fine Eights, nice Tens, 
good Twelves, fair Fourteens, and found 

coarſe Eighteens for a Shilling. The old Ba- 
ker, who fold a Loaf as white as Snow and 
as big as a Child's Head for Two-pence ; or 


the New public Corn Merchant, who ſold 


muſty Canada Wheat at 23s. per Buſhel of 
70 Pounds; who fold muſty Two and a 
Half, indifferent Threes, and coarſe execrable 
Fours for a Shilling, and who has cut down 
the Two-penny-Loaf to Two Mouths-full ; 


who was the firſt to mention and recommend 


Subſtitutes ; and has brought the People to eat 
them a firſt and now a ſecond Time in the ſhort 


Space of four Years. 


The Wider appeals to Facts to prove . 
how groundleſs the Prejudices againſt private 
Corn Merchants are, and to prove that for a 


foreign Supply the Country cannot be in better 
Hands than thoſe of their Relations, Friends, 
Neighbours, and own Cointrymien whoſe | 
Conduct can ſtand the Teſt of Examination 15 


for 


6 
for 20 Vears before the Interference of Go- 


vernment, and who may be ſuppoſed to have 
ſome Bowels of Compaſſion for their poor 


Neighbours, which it has been clearly proved 


that others have not 


0 0 NC L GSI 
Aadreſſed to the People of 0 


EVERY thing that human Prudence, human 


Knowledge, and human Exertions could do, 


was done by the Corn Merchants for the Sup- 


ply of the Kingdom in 1796, and with the 
Bleſſing of the Almighty, fully ſucceeded. — 


But the humble Inftrunments of thoſe figna! 
Benefits were ſo treated by the Rulers, that it 


is to be feared that Exertions like thoſe in 


1796, are not likely to be renewed ; neither 
does any Encouragement ſeem likely to be 


5 given by e e for that Purpoſe; nor 
does the Kindneſs of the Almighty ſeem to 
ſhine fo conſpicuouſly on the Efforts n. ade 
At preſent for our Relief as in 1796, for out 


= 3 4 


Oo 


( 


of above 1200 Ships Grain-laden for Great 
Britain, but one was loſt and one was taken 
by the Enemy in 1796 ; and in the preſent 
Winter, out of eight Ships bound from 
the Baltic for Liverpool, five have been loſt 
or taken; and at New Vork, the Ship Lord 
Duncan, laden with 3,600 Barrels of Flour, 
for Liverpool, has been lately burnt to the 
Water-edge, and — ſaved. 


\ Let it now be the Care of the Friends of 
Order and Tranquillity, of Peace and Subor- 
dination, of the Safety of the King and 
Conſtitution, and particularly of the Subſiſt- 
ence of the unhappy Poor, firmly, but tem- 
perately to ſtrive for the End in View, that 
the Poor in Lancaſhire be not finally ſtarved, 

7 which if the Almighty were not kinder than 
Man, is a Thing which may happen. But 
may God in his infinite Mercy and kind 


Providence for the human Race, prevent e or 
avert fo dreadful an Event! 


As As Your Corrie. I have told you ho- - ̃ 
net Truths, and I care little for the Reſent- 
ment 


Ei 

ment of the Wicked. If I had not Crowds of 
Witneſſes beſides to the 'Truth of what I fay, 
Colonel Stanley's Name alone would in the 
Eyes of his Countrymen in Lancaſhire, be a 
ſufficient Satisfaction as to the Certainty of 
what I have written. He knows the whole 
J have aſſerted to be Fact. I have no Doubt 
that he will, if called upon, bear Witneſs to 

the important Truths which I think myſelf 
now bound, in Pity to the Miſeries ſuffered 
by the populous but unproductive County of 
which I am a Native, to make public, that 
the Cauſe being pointed out, and if poſſible re- 
moved, the dreadful * oy ceaſe. 


I am, . 

Your Countryman and Well-Wiſher, 
Kent-ſtrett, St. James's, Francis 2 halmer ... 
„ SPARTAM NACTUS ES HANC EXORNA,” 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 


(92) 
A CASE IN POINT. 


i Have juſt received certain Intelligence 
that Government have very lately bought 


600 Tons of Rice in London; the Price of 


the great Bulk was 418. per Cwt. 112 lbs. 


which I will call 42d. per Pound. In con- 


ſequence of this large Purchaſe, Rice has 


advanced and probably may get up to 6d. 


per Pound. Suppoſe then the Engliſh 


Merchants ſhould order forty thouſand Bar- 
rels, which ſhould coſt 4d. per Pound.- 
Suppoſe that Quantity arrived and 5 . 


ment ſhould then bring out their Stock of 


Rice and fell it at ad. per Pound, the Public 


would be well pleaſed ; Government would 
charge the Loſs on their Rice to the Public, 
and no more be ſaid about it; but the Im- 


- porters muſt in ſuch Caſe loſe 52 per! Pound, 


and ſome of them might be ruined—and 
who would care about that? What Mer- 
chant knowing this Circumſtance will riſque. 


an Importation ? The moſt difficult Part of | | 


the Trade now 1s to divine the [ntentions of 
| Government, 


